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TRADE IN 


You can join the iNsiders Club and book 
private parties and events for you and 
your friends. Get to know your local Play 
N Trade family owned and operated store. 


REPAIRS 


Be sure to check out our new services, 
like console and all electronic device re- 
pair needs, disc salvage and restoration, 
used and new game rentals, console rent- 
als, in-store tournaments and events, and 
so much more! 


BUY 


This is the place to be for fun and games. 
We love making new friends and honoring 
old ones. So get to know our site and our 
stores and become a part of the Play N 
Trade family. Come by and we will see you 
soon! 
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COMIC CONS 


THE CON 


Comic-Cons or conventions for just comics, science fiction, movies, video games and animation have been going on since the 1960’s. Designed 
to house the greatest artists and their product of any of those respected genres, the “con” is now more than just a place for “geeks” to speak 
languages no one else understands. The Con is a place to share the lore, history, and development of incredible artists and creators and, of 
course, buy really cool and exclusive merchandise! It’s a place to meet the creators of your favorite stories, games and drawings and hear them 
talk about their inspiration. It’s a destination, a yearly event, for the fans to meet the artists in the biggest rooms in cities around the world and 
experience it in a super-saturated environment filled with hundreds and thousands of people that all have a similar obsession. It’s the ultimate 
cool and an event to plan for every year, and yes, even make a special “uniform” specifically to boast your favorite character. 


4th- 
6th 


5Sth- 
6th 


TIth- 
13th 


12th- 
13th 


13th 


APRIL 


WIZARD WORLD ST. LOUIS 
St. Louis, MO 


MIDDLE EAST FILM + COMIC CON 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 


SUPANOVA POP CULTURE EXPO 
Gold Coast, Australia 


CENTRAL PA COMIC CON 
Carlisle, PA 


MARBLE CITY COMICON 
Knoxville, TN 


STEEL CITY CON 
Monroeville, PA 


MCM IRELAND COMIC CON 
Dublin, Ireland 


ASHBURY PARK COMICON 
Ashbury Park, NJ 


CHARLOTTE COMICON 
Charlotte, NC 


NORTH FLORIDA COMIC CON 
Jacksonville, FL 


18th- 
20th 


19th 


25th- 
27th 


26th- 
27th 


27th 


WONDERCON 
Anaheim, CA 


FANEXPO VANCOUVER 
Vancouver, British Columbia, CA 


AWESOME CON 
Washington, DC 


GTA COMIC CON 
Toronto, CA 


DALLAS COMIC BOOK SHOW 
Dallas, TX 


CHICAGO COMIC + ENT. EXPO 
Chicago, IL 


MANG’AZUR 
Toulon, France 


KNOXVILLE COMIC + ANIME CON 
Knoxville, TN 


ATLANTA SOUTH COMIC CON + POP 
CULTURE EXPO 
Stockbridge, GA 


WALES COMIC CON 
Wrexham, UK 


27th 


PHILADELPHIA COMIC CON 
Essington, PA 


VA COMICON 
Richmond, VA 


HAVE WE MISSED SOMETHING? 


We have to admit that there are far 
more Cons than we can possibly put 
our fingers on, and thank goodness 
for that! But in the midst of creating 
our list, we may have missed your 
favorite event. How could we? If you 
think we should list an event for our 
readers to attend, please send us an 
email so we don’t miss any of the 


action! And who knows, perhaps our 


readers and maybe even our staff 
might visit your venue! 
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SAN DIEGO 


© CON 
=". 


JULY 24-27, 2014 


Convention Center 
111 W. Harbor Dr., 


SAN DIEGO COMIC CON PREVIEW 


INTERNATIONAL 


in October. 


San Diego 


San Diego, CA 92101 
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The San Diego Comic Con is 
arguably the year’s go-to Con- 
vention. It’s totally massive and 
involves more than just this Con- 
vention. They also put on Wonder- 
con a few months earlier in April 
and APE (Alternative Press Expo) 


Their official website gives you 
all the details on what is going on 
as well as the special guests who 
will be featured at this year’s con! 


The Short List of special guests who will be attending the event: 


Amanda Conner - Artist 


Eleanor Davis - Cartoonist/IIlustrator 
Jane Espenson - Writer/Producer 
Raymond E. Feist - Author 
Drew Friedman - Illustrator 


Michael T. Gilbert - Writer/Artist 
Willie Ito - Animator/Cartoonist 


David Lasky - Arist 


Caitlin R. Kiernan, - Author 
Lucy Knisley - Writer/Artist 


Graham Nolan - Arist 
Jimmy Palmiotti - Writer 
Benoit Peeters - Writer 
Don Rosa - Cartoonist 
Jim Rugg - Artist/IIlustrator 
Francois Schuiten - Artist 
Scott Snyder - Writer 
Fiona Staples - Artist 
Gene Luen Yang - Writer/Artist 


For More Information about Special Guests and Events, visit: Comic-Con.org 
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SHARE MY 
COSPLAY 


To do List 
("4 Design Character 
"4 Puy Materials 


iy | Finigh Cosplay 
| Take Rectures 
CM Submit +p 


Share ‘thy. Cosray! 


Sharing the 
Coynay for you! 


sharemycosp ay.com 


Visit us on Facebook at: 
facebook.com/sharemycosplay 


EPIC COSPLAYER 


GEEK FANTASY GIRL 


“Face it Tiger, you just hit the jackpot!” 


Epic Cosplayer Jenifer Ann brings Mary Jane Watson, 
the iconic supermodel and actress girlfriend of 
Spider-Man, to life! 


GF What was the Mary Jane shoot like? 

JA \t feels exotic and sexy to be a redhead. Just being 
cute and sexy, it was a casual shoot. 

GF Have you read any Spidey Comics? 

JA Yes, a few of them. | really like when there is a lot 
of action going on, say when he’s fighting Green 
Goblin or whoever and they get their butt kicked 
then he says some silly comment at the end. 
Always gets me :) 

GF Are you excited for the second installment of 
the Amazing Spider-man to hit theaters? 

JA | really like Andrew Garfield. | think he plays 
the part well. | am excited to see what’s next! 

GF Do you have any special plans to see the 
movie? Cosplay as MJ maybe? 

JA | usually just go for the midnight release 
[but] If my friends are up for it then yea, 


let’s do it!! 

5 

= 

» i \ & 
aca) a4 

an <— me z 
Jenifer AN” gives eee 5 a 

“Thi lg 
OS Spider-Man ua Us 
| a | gwers. ENIOY per 
BD “| 
if , 
cyanide eas Se TDER-MAN?, 


. S 
pwaz ing DoelMan.\ pst dont 


in Sr \e. | 
ee Noy Nag JANE? d 


PHOTOGRAPH BY D. 


¢ GEEK FANTASY 07 


ja 


[} /officialJeniferAnn fe @JeniferAnn wy @OJeniferAnn 


SATVZNOD 3SOU ‘YANGHV9D YAHLVSH Ad AY1SMSr | HWGNI Ad YVSMNWIMS [eu] dN GAHSWM TIV Ad AY1SMaf | HOW AHL GNV ALNW4d Ad YVSMWIMS 
SOIGNLS IAVW3dYs Ad G39NdOdd | NOSTIM AZ1WH 3dONCYVM 1 3SO¥ ANIVLVN VOAW/HYIVH | YANVHISHVM X3ATV LSSV I 3IGIOD ATAM Ad SHdVYDOLOHd 


- 


a, 


io} 
= 
= 
io} 
x) 
= 
= 
ie) 
2 
Ls 
- 


us some Dead or 


Alive flashbacks. 
way, we vote yes! 


than a Starfire or 
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JEWELRY Rose Gonzales, 


Heather Gardner. 
[R] SWIMWEAR by 
Beauty and the Beach, © 


JEWELRY by 
All Washed Up. 
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From Pennsylvania to Beverly Hills, this 

Hometown Hottie has gone from neighborhood 
beauty to Hollywood hot. In the past few years 

her popularity has grown and her hair has 

changed irom Gwen Stacy blonde to Mary Jane 

red, making our readers nostalgic for a Spidey 
comic. Geek Fantasy had the pleasure of asking =) 
Caitlin all about shooting her Geek Fantasy pic- \ \ 


\) 


torial with famed photographer, Kyle Goldie, her \\ N 
dominant geeky side and what type oi fella gives 
her that megawait smile. 


Ny x 


e are having a hard time not 
being distracted by your bikini 
centerfold. Tell us all the details 
about your shoot. 

My Geek Fantasy photo shoot 
was in the sand on the beach in 
Long Beach, CA with Kyle Goldie 
and his team. It was such a fun, laid-back photo shoot 
for me! | love wearing bikinis and swimwear... My bikini 
top kept falling off while | was laying in the sand! 

We would have loved to be a “spider on the wall” at 
that shoot. Wait, did we say that out loud? You’ll have 
to excuse all of our Spider-Man references. We are 
gearing up for the Amazing Spider-Man 2 movie to be 
released in theatres. 

lam so excited for the second installment of The Amaz- 
ing Spider-Man and looking forward to all the action! | 
may sneak into the world premiere here in Hollywood. 

| have a habit of that. If | can get in, | will make sure to 
post lots of pics and videos to Instagram. 

If these photos don’t convince our readers to follow 
you, that surely does! Any other geek card credentials 
you want to tell us about? 

| didn’t play with Barbies, | read sci-fi books. When | was 
growing up, my favorite TV show was Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer (and still is). | love guys who play video games. | 
like to watch my man win. 

You’ve got us hooked! Got any advice for becoming the 
man in your life? 

| am super calm and laid-back... low maintenance. Be 
driven, optimistic, and submissive. Cook dinner for me 
once in a while and | will do the rest. 

No complaints here! To be honest, if it was our choice, 
we would request that centerfold bikini as your daily 
wardrobe, but we digress. Lately we’ve found some 
controversy in our readership about “geek-wear”. Some 
ladies find it too much. What’s your stance? 

| absolutely love guys in glasses. | think glasses make 
men look smart and very sexy. I’m attracted to intellectu- 
al, well-dressed, witty men and geek-wear in public is an 
absolute turn-on. 

So our readers are literally your type. This is a win-win 
for all, it seems! Anything the fellas could do to rub you 
the wrong way? Do you have a point of no return? 

| once went on a date with a guy who ordered all my 
food for me without asking what | wanted. | thought this 
was a little inconsiderate! | could have been allergic to 
something. | think he was trying to kill me. [And] if a guy 
cheats, the relationship is over. Sexting is cheating boys. 
Speaking of “sexting,” what do you think about cosplay 
in the bedroom? 

| have not done a lot of cosplay in the bedroom but it 
looks really fun!! | am going to have to try it. 

From bikini-clad beauty to geek-loving lady, we cannot 
help but be overwhelmed. You’re a girl to geek-out 
over. We just have to know: what’s on your must-have 
list? 

| cannot live without my glasses, my Stan Lee autograph 
from the Thor 2 world premiere, and my laptop! 


GEEK FANTASY GIRL 


j 


Ina world full 
of noobs and 
hackers, it can 
be hard to get 
through all of the 
ads and find the 
games worthy of 
your prowess, not 
to mention your 
money. 


Never fear! 


ron Geek Fantasy is 
aS a q _ - Af ; here to shed some 
c a x — | light on the new 
EXCLUSIVE POSTER : . wave of games 
AVAILABLE ONLY ON | _ —_ OTT as ee 
GEEKFANTASYMAG.COM - , ae ; yg F es! consoles. From 
j i .. f gorillas named 
Donkey to Sticks 
of Truth, we have 
all of your video 
game needs cov- 
ered. With the 
next gen systems 
prepared to give 
us all amazing 
graphics and 
ameplay ona 
evel that we have 
only dreamed of, 
we ask the ques- 
tion: 


Are these games 
up to snuff? 


-* Deeee eeceeeeoeweeeoeeeeeeeweeeeeeeeeeee ee 8 SB eeoeeecscoeee5e0#eoe#ee 
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Titanfall is pure fun at its dam- 
aged core, an adrenaline rush 
unmatched by any online FPS on 
the market. The combat is tight, 
and the free-running mechanics 
and specialized weapons just 
make sense, something | find 
especially refreshing in a genre 
where too many titles feel like 
they’re fighting in the Clone 
Wars. While every rose has 
its thorn (or does every Titan 
have its loose nuts and bolts?), 
Titanfall’s thorns are few and far 
between. 


| opted to begin with the 
campaign mode in Respawn’s 
behemoth shooter. You'll play 
as either an IMC or Militia pilot 
across nine missions, where the 
story narrative vocalizes over 
your intercom as you crush 
opponents in either Hardpoint or 
Attrition gameplay variants. The 
Al pilots are surprisingly sharp, 
with almost a human quality 
to their gunplay. Well, that’s 
because they are humans. 


Titanfall in its entirety is 
multiplayer only. While this 
allows for some very interesting 
battles where the story pro- 
gresses no matter whether you 
win or lose, it also loses some 
key components to a good 
campaign mode. There are no 
consequences- life is not finite; 
you can literally teabag your 
entire way through the hour- 
and-a-half-per-side campaign 
and find yourself with a com- 
pleted story and a gifted 100 
achievement points. However, 
there is a mech-ton of fun to be 
had bringing a party into the 
campaign and wreaking havoc 
on the opposition, and you'll 
be rewarded for winning every 
mission. Speaking of rewards... 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE 


Oh my God, those challenges! 


960 of them to be exact, and 
you'll be unlocking them in 
spades. | found myself reaping 
points left and right, completing 
about eight or nine challenges 
per match, all aiding in the ex- 
perience crusade to reach Gen. 
10 pilot status. Every weapon, 
attack, movement and even 
dropping a Titan on a hapless 
victim bring you ever closer to 
those glorious, level-upping 
experience points and it’s an 
absolute joy to work towards 
those goals. 


Challenges are only going to 
be as fun as the weapons you 
get to use though, right? Most 
definitely, so let’s get into some 
hardcore Titan Talk. 


Where your pilot weapons 
are extra-cool, with the likes 
of the Smart Pistol snubbing 
grunts like it’s nobody’s damned 
business and the Mag Cannon 
literally slamming Titans with 
magnetized grenades, it’s the 
hulking, badass, walking tanks 
that put Titanfall in a league of 
its own. Choosing from three 
types of mech (Atlas, Strider or 
Ogre), you take your Titan into 
battle after your build time hits 
zero, opting for speed, power, 
or defense. Aside from class 


perks, these Titans can also ie ra 


weaponized with both 
primary and secondary 
weapons, with ‘ 


inevitable barrage of firepower 
their metal asses are just beg- 
ging for (or an impromptu rodeo 
by a sneaky pilot), and can even 
get in for some close-quarters 
melee action. It’s especially 
exciting when you’ve doomed 

a Titan and go in for a Mortal 
Kombat-esque finishing move- 
rip the pilot out of the smolder- 
ing steel and slam him to the 
pavement. 


Yup. This Atlas is charging 
double. 


WHAT DOES IT DO? 


Titanfall has a bunch of mul- 
tiplayer modes, with Respawn 
Entertainment putting their 
own spin on classics such as 
Capture the Flag, Hardpoint (a 
domination mode where you 
need to hold points A, B and C) 
and good ol’ Team Deathmatch, 
re-branded as Attrition, where 
the kills count toward your 
team’s Attrition pool. There are 
also some new multiplayer vari- 
ants making their rounds, with 
the likes of Last Titan Standing, 
a mode where you need to be 
the only surviving mech, and 
Pilot Hunter, where kills only 
count toward a win if you mow 
down a pilot. 


7 The sheer scale of the 
m available maps is impres 
is sive, as they need to be 


multiple \| tel in order to support a 
combinations ¢ page i> fair fight. Buildings 
of Gatling ‘ prey j , are spaced out just 
gun, grenade, , dy Pay AZ ( right, and there 
homing -- Gay a \eoe are enough large 
missile, s. i a expanses of land 
lightning, = / WE , that a pilot can’t 
orplasma = always play 
guns and  hidey-hole 
the i C and make 
complimentary ° a fight feel 
vortex shield at your one-sided. There 
disposal. is always an 
opportunity for 


Every Titan also 
gets a special core 
ability, either 
damage, defense i 
or speed (kind of 14s am | 
makes me feel like ©) o> 4, 
Oprah. “YOU GET‘ 
A DAMAGE CORE! 
YOU GET A DAMAGE CORE! 
EVERYBODY GETS A 
TITAAAAAN!”). Using a combo 
of shields and replenishing dash- 
es, Titans can avoid the 


Wy. 


both Titan and 
i Ss pilot to create a 
great strategy 
; Son the fly to 
ke 


. take down 
w the other 
guy, and 


that’s where the maps 
really shine. You can always go 
in with a battle plan, but what 
about that bastard who just 
spawned with a Titan 100-yards 
away? He wasn’t supposed to 


be in the way of your flag 
capture! 


You can easily adjust your 
strategy, because nothing 
is a linear path (nothing is 
real, everything is per- 
mitted!)- wall run, cloak 
yourself, jetpack up to the 
Titan’s back and rodeo the 
sh#* outta that bull; you 
can do pretty much any- 
thing, and deaths never get 
aggravating. Any death I’ve 
experienced truly was my 
own fault, and that’s a hard 
feat to achieve in a multi- 
player game where people 
are wont to blame the a%@ 
hole with the shotty. 


DROP ZONE 


My biggest gripe with 
Titanfall has to be the lack 
of customization. | want 
stickers, | want to choose 
my armor variants, and 
dammit | want to choose 
colors! Where everything 
else seems custom-tailored 
to a genuinely thought- 
out player experience, this 
lack of personalization just 
seems like a silly oversight. 
I’m absolutely excited to 
see what the future holds 
for this game as the com- 
munity can only get better, 
with season pass (abso- 
lutely welcoming any and 
all DLC!) content on its way 
in the near future. 


Overall, Respawn Enter- 
tainment’s Titanfall feels 
like a heartfelt love letter to 
the Xbox One multiplayer 
community. You purchased 
your console, and here is 
your killer appetizer, dinner 
and dessert. The game has 
its flaws in its short-yet-sat- 
isfying campaign and lack 
of custom pilots and Titans, 
yet its merits far outweigh 
the negatives. A FPS gamer 
of any stripe owes it to 
their-self to experience the 
terrific gameplay found in 
this gem, and it’s not to be 
overlooked by any Xbox 
One owner. 

Please don’t be the one on 
the pharcyde looking in. 
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A I’m goin’ home to open up a stuff, search through things, go through people’s houses and garages, 


SOUT TU WK! bottle of S’more Schnapps and and even get plastic surgery (yeah, | know 
PARK wy Bb SOF find mea Stick. So, | have been Will TT 
| R Ol rH watching this episode of South The humor is everywhere. From Cartman’s blow-up doll of Ben 
wad au a eo ¢™ 7 Park for over 8-hours now, and Affleck (who’s junk jiggles when you hit it), to interacting with Randy 
let me tell you, The Stick of Truth — Marsh, to Officer Barbrady not knowing how to spell, to a guy gagged 
is the greatest South Park has ever been. and porking a horse, to collecting Chinpokomon, to finding “The Poop 
that Took a Pee” copies EVERYWHERE. This game has humor coming 
I’m sorry, did | say watching? | meant playing. out of every orifice. 
Other than some unfortunate glitches on the PS3, Matt Stone & Trey Another thing | love about the game is all the references to other 
Parker's new game is...something quite amazing but nevertheless games out there of the fantasy/adventure type. This includes Skyrim, 


uneasy to describe. Thus, your “Almighty Geek-Father” will 
have to just make up a word: 
“chocolatesaltyfaithplussupercerealbepraisedfishsticks.” 
For one, | know you may have heard and read over and 
over again how “Stick” looks like an episode of South 
Park, but let me tell you: IT TOTALLY DOES. Secondly, | 
am geeking out all over this game. 


with SOT having the power of Dragonfarting (or what they call 
“Dragonshout”), which | think is hilarious. | don’t care how old you 
are, it’s brilliant. 


On another note, | must say that | love the soundtrack. The 
composer did a great job getting the sarcastic/fantastical tone 
right. | also love the fact that every time you turn the 
game on, it has the music pop up as if an episode just 
began. It’s these little details that make this game so 
amazing. Every time you play it’s supposed to be a 
30-minute episode, which is exactly how it feels, 


Let’s start off with some backstory. For the few 
dummies who haven't watched the “Fellowship of the 
Lord of the Rings” or the very recent “Black Friday” 
trilogy episodes of SP yet, this game may confuse you. 
For example, you may not know why everyone is 
dressed up so weird or who has become what class 
or race? | suggest you watch those episodes now for 
free at South Park Studios website, if you fall under 
this category. 


Look, my fellow faithful followers, easily 
corruptible readers, and local town drunks, | 
know this review is somewhat vulgar, and, hell, 
not very descriptive, but look at the Internet. 
Look at the trailer alone and the fact that it 
took almost 3-years to make this game. Parker 
and Stone basically made sure that it was 
perfect, and if it wasn’t, then the game would 
have never been released. This is absolutely 
up there with my favorite RPG’s like Chrono 
Trigger, Ni No Kuni, Dark Souls, FFVII, FFVIII, 
Oblivion, Skyrim, Blue Dragon, and Kingdom 
Hearts. The game is beautiful, hilarious, well 
made, very, very detailed, and just all around 
fun. Besides the glitches on PS3, this game is 
honestly one of my favorite games that have 
come out in a long time. Definitely in my top 


The story begins with you. You are the new kid in 
town, and your parents want you to meet kids and 
be normal. So what happens? You find Butters. Well 
loo, loo, loo... He introduces you to Cartman, who then 
dubs you “Some Douchebag” where you pick your class. The 
classes to choose from are Thief, Mage, Warrior, and Jewish 
American (or Jew for short). | picked a thief, because why not? Then 
you are in a battle to save Kupa Keep, Cartman’s Kingdom, from the 
Elves, where they end up stealing the Holy Stick of Truth. All of this 
happens after a bunch of tutorial fights that are full of glitches on the 
PS3 version. Cartman, the Grand Wizard needs your help to reclaim 


the Stick of Truth from the elves. You, now named “Douchebag”, will 15 favorite games ever. Trey Parker, Matt Stone, 
fight alongside Stan, Kyle, Butters, Kenny, a secret, and Cartman to Ubisoft, and Obsidian, y’all did a fantastic job and thank you for this 
first retrieve the Stick, then to go on a quest of medium-sized pro- amazing game. 

portions. There. That’s the story. Now go buy this game or | will get 

Mecha-Streisand to mess you up. Now fix those glitches or | will punch you square in the nuts! 


Now for my explanation of the gameplay. You are in a South Park 
episode and it’s an RPG. There’s your gameplay explanation. How they 
move and how they look in the show is how you move and how they 
look in the game. You can fart on people, punch everything, shoot 


shop 
custom 


Wasn't it just yesterday that we only 
had one console, one controller and 

we were happy to play the “simple” 
way? Those days are very far behind 

us. Now, we can customize our gamer 
equipment like we customize our mobile 
phones. Not only do Microsoft and Sony give us custom options, 
depending on the marketing of the game release, but there are 
third party companies that have their own designs, and some can 
make custom designs! Check out: uniquecustomgaming.com! 
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WU \ Do you enjoy stealth games? 
Th | r 4 Would you rather play a game 
1 . where you need to use your 
brain more than your trigger fin- 
ger? How about a game that can equally bring you joy and frustration 
at the same time? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, 
then maybe Thief is the game for you... 


Thief stars a rather cheery fellow named Garrett — a master thief, 
pickpocket and all around good guy. You start off the game ona 
mission with the beautiful Erin, a fellow thief with an attitude and the 
skills to back it up. Problem is, Erin is bad news. And like most women 
(we kid!), she has no empathy and doesn’t mind cheating to get what 
she wants. In the midst of a creepy voodoo ritual at a twisted temple, 
an all-too antsy Erin fluffs everything up, setting the fate of both her 
and Garrett in motion. Next, enter a mass conspiracy full of hardship 
and intrigue. 


THOU SHALL NOT... Steal. You are a thief, plain and simple. You get to 
rip everything that’s not bolted down. That is until you get your hands 
on the ratchet, and then those pesky bolted down objects are up for 
grabs too. There is a lot of loot in this game. Everywhere you go there 
are objects of different values that are yours for the taking. The stealth 
engine is not too shabby either. Because you start off the game as a 
master thief, you can literally sneak in almost plain sight of enemies 
(as long as you're hiding in the shadows that is). If you’re in a light- 

ed area you'll be spotted and beaten quicker than a Bieber fan at an 
Eminem show. Thankfully, there are plenty of shadows. If not, players 
can shoot out fires with handy water arrows or simply flick switches if 
the light is electric. 


Once you start completing missions, you will then see just how 
addicting it is to break into buildings and rob everyone blind. It’s an 
awesome process to witness Garrett infiltrate a bank, take out the 
guards, avoid the traps and break into the vault. Of course don’t try 
this at home; unless it’s in the game that is...then, sure, you can play 
the game at home. 


The design of the levels is pretty linear. There are multiple ways of 
getting from point A to point B, but choosing different paths still 
always leads to the same conclusion. That said, with the inclusion of 
traps, breakable objects that bring the guards running if you hit them, 
and hidden areas full of treasure, you end up with levels that take the 
full use of your thievery skills and limited inventory. The combat sys- 
tem is pretty much non-existent. Armed with nothing but a blackjack 
and a bow (with a very limited number of arrows, which take at least 
two for a kill), you’re best bet is to run if spotted. Unlike that of current 
stealth king Dishonored, you will die if you take on more than two 
enemies at once. That being said, be sure to save and save often! 


Graphically, Thief isn’t too shabby, but there was an unfortunate 


ro j DO i Fs 


wees 
general lack of textures and repetitive i < 
object placement — even on the almighty PC X 
and “next-gen” consoles. The game looks at 
its best between light and dark, where even your shadow 
could give you away and alert the guards to your presence. This 
is definitive in stealth. Not even Skyrim‘s stealth engine used the 
light and shadow like Thief. If only the game utilized the higher 
graphics capabilities to create a more vivid world... 


NO GLOVE, NOLOVE... As a whole, the story was a total bum- 
mer. You’d think with all the time put into developing Thief that 
the story would be compelling, full of twists and generally good. 
It wasn’t. Despite numerous — and for the most part intriguing 
— ways of completing the missions, it’s all too repetitious and 
the lack of variety is simply, to quote our very own Padre, “home 
invasion horrid.” 


Controls... The only time you can “jump” is when you’re next to 
a climbable object or running up to a jumpable gap. There are 
plenty of moments where Garrett will walk across something 
and all of a sudden just fall off and because you very rarely use 
weapons, good luck trying to remember which button you need 
to press when you do (melee is awkwardly RB/R1 instead of the 
right stick). Then, when you finally do swing your blackjack at a 
fool, it’s hard to judge whether you will hit your opponent or not 
without the use of the aiming reticule. 


JUST A THIEF IN THE NIGHT... All in all, Thief is just smash and 
grab average — without the smash. Wherever the game excelled 
at something, it lacked in another. This doesn’t necessarily mean 
it’s not fun, though. You can still get lost for hours trying to figure 
out how to steal and find every secret in this game. What Thief 
lacks in combat and story, it does make up with some addictive 
strategy. Look. If you’re a fan of stealth games, there’s a good 
chance you'll probably enjoy this. So if “creepin’” is your thing, 
feel free to sneak on down to your local game store and “steal” 
yourself a copy. 


ne ey j 
ic j ie i ay, 


It’s not a suprise that you would to want to see more of Thief, espeically when designers make such a visually-stimulating game. 
Enjoy checking out some of these awesome screen shot releases and then go to your local game-seller and test drive it! 


Gallery 
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the block. The first same featuring everyone’s favorite ape ior 
the Wii U has just landed on store shelves and is selling out 
like bananas at a monkey house. All jargon aside, 

Donkey Kong Country: Tropical Freeze is 


amazing. Just So you Know though, this 
IS not a Same for Kids! 


“What do you mean this isn’t a game for kids,” 
you’re saying, “It’s Donkey Kong!” 


Well, ladies and chimps, this game is HARD. A young kid wouldn’t be 
able to make it through the first few levels, never mind the first island 
(trust me, | used my little minion as a test bunny). If you’re old enough 
to have played the original Donkey Kong Country then you know how 
ridiculously hard the old plat-formers were. Take that and multiply in 
more pitfalls, tougher enemies, a pace that goes from fairly stilted to 
extremely rushed and that’s the game we are now discussing. That’s 
just the tip of the proverbial iceberg. Actually, in this game the iceberg 
isn’t really proverbial, but more on that later. 


The game starts out with DK and his closest pals at our hero’s 
birthday party. Everything looks like it’s going great on Kong Island, 
up until a fleet of frozen ships appears to mess up the party. Leading 
the animals from the arctic is what appears to be a giant Yeti, but you 
can’t see him yet. What you do see however is nothing but a shadowy 
outline and a sinister laugh (you know the kind I’m talking about). 

A snowflake lands on Dk’s cake extinguishing the flame, and like a 
flash the master ape rushes out to see who ruined his banana cake. 
That’s when the big boss blows into a magic horn, blowing DK and his 
friends off Kong Island and freezing the lush jungle paradise solid. 


The artwork in this game is gorgeous. All of the islands and levels 
were designed with utmost attention to detail, as every character 
looks ready to pop out of the screen, as do the brilliant landscapes 
that alter as you’re playing. Just the second things are going as nicely 
as a leisurely stroll through the jungle, something happens...and ev- 
erything starts flying everywhere, bringing death and destruction ona 
level never before seen in a game like this. 


To think, what was once eye candy in Donkey Kong Country is now 
trying to smash you or suck you into the void! There are six islands in 
total including jungles, underwater lost civilizations, African grass- 
lands, and the frozen tundra. This time around, King K. Rool and his 
Kremlin misfits aren’t around. You’ll battle all manner of arctic crea- 
tures from penguins, seals, blowfish, and evil snow monkeys along the 
way back to Kong Island. And don’t worry, you aren’t in this alone... 


DK comes packed with three different allies this time. Diddy Kong, 
Cranky Kong, and Dixie Kong are all along for the ride, each granting 
a unique ability for our hero to utilize. Diddy has his patented barrel 
jetpack that lets you glide across long gaps. Dixie can help you reach 
higher heights with her “hair flying” ability. Cranky lets you traverse 
through the landscapes bouncing on his cane (which is essentially 
useless for most parts of the game). With the diverse settings of the 
levels, players will have to choose which kookie Kong-ite they’re going 
to partner up with wisely. Selecting the right ally can be the difference 
between life and death in this jungle. 
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Speaking of life and death, you're going to die. A lot. 


Fortunately for you, there are plenty of extra lives handed out like 
passes to a bad comedy show. There are also these crazy-looking pigs 
that are utilized as checkpoints. Extra lives are attained by grabbing 
red balloons and collecting 100 bananas. You can literally get 10-15 
extra lives per level and trust me, you’re going to need them to collect 
all of the Kong Letters (yes, they're back) and puzzle pieces hidden 
throughout the massive levels. Because let’s face it, what fun is the 
game if you don’t collect all those difficult to obtain extras laughing at 
you in your face. 


Many classic features were included in this masterful game as well, 
allowing us older folk to reminisce of the hours we spent dying in the 
original games...while we die in this one. The classic soundtracks are all 
there as you swing from vines over gaping chasms and spikes. The old 
mine cart levels are back and better than ever. The underwater levels 
have returned but DK must have also been training for the Summer 
Olympics swim team, because his new skills underwater are insane. He 
also can pound-the-ground bongo style to stun enemies or activate 
certain mechanisms (when you do this the Wii Pad emits the sweet 
sound of the bongos from a past DK game). There are bonus areas 
that make you vine swing in the style of Donkey Kong Jr. Once again, 
players can ride the mighty rhino, plowing through rocks and enemies 
like a hot knife through a banana. There are all the old secret levels to 
unlock, signs and other left over King K. Rool relics hanging around in 
the background that make you go “hmm... | remember that.” Altogeth- 
er, the game was a great example of something old, something new, 
something borrowed and something awesome. 


Simply put, this game is a must-buy for any fan of classic plat- 
formers. The countless hours spent scouring the six islands to try and 
unlock all of their secrets definitely equals the price of admission. | 
foresee this masterpiece hitting the top ten of 2014, regardless of the 
fierce competition coming at the King of the Kongs this year. Now 
barrel shoot to the game store, pick up a copy, then sit back and relax 
with a big bowl of bananas as you take on Donkey Kong Country: 
Tropical Freeze. Buy it! Peal it! Enjoy! 

GF 


HANNAH EADEH 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID M. CONVERSE 


050 QUICK~FIRE 


Relationship Status? |’m Single, guys. 
Tattoos? One. A cupcake on my forearm. 
Top Favorites about the fellas? He has to be 
sexy... | love a great smile, someone who can 
make me laugh, and I’m kind of a sucker for 
blue eyes, and dark hair. 

Best way to get a first date? Starting off as 
friends is always better. | like someone | can 
kick it with, and have fun with. 

What’s on your nerd card? My love for 
Pikachu, science, and reading. 

3 things you can’t live without? My glasses, 
my drawer full of psychology books and ones 
about mythical creatures, and my Nintendo; | 
cant give that thing up. 


Playstation or XBox? Playstation 
Marvel or DC? Marvel 

Heroes or Villains? Villains 

Star Wars or Star Trek? Star Trek 
PC or MAC? PC 

IMax or 3D? 3D 


W @HannahEadeh 


(©) @Hannah_Eadeh 
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FAVORITE 
SUPERHERO 
IS WONDER 

WOMAN. 

SHE’S 

STRONG, 

ANDA 

COMPLETE 

BADASS! 
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Former Audi engineer 
Roland Gumpert produces 
a high-performance Apollo 
street-supercar. The stunner 
puts speed and grip above 
all else with a custom price- 
tag to go along with it! 


The custom touches are 
hard to miss and hard to 
resist. The custom paint is 
a Centurion Red Chrome, 
whereby the roof and 
bonnet are kept in Black 
Chrome. The rims were 
coated with liquid rubber 
while a carbon film struc- 
ture refines the two outer 
mirrors. The hood grille 
cover was removed and 
replaced with shatterproof 
Lexani glass. Finally, the 
headlights are covered with 
a 5% tinting, which is not 
approved by the German 
road traffic regulations, 
but is a must have custom 
touch for Mr. Iron Man. 


pert Apollo § Ironcar fit 


TONY Stark’s big bank account and big ego! 


Granted this beauty is 
close to “standard” but 
there is nothing average 
about the Apollo S with 780 
- horsepower and a Vmax 
of 360 km/h. 


The Apollo is an auto- 
motive masterpiece with 
individual character, made 
exclusively for the custom- 
er, according to his or her 
personal requirements. It’s 
hard not to miss the direct 
relationship between the 
lroncar and the Superhero 
Iron Man, dare we say it 
was on purpose. Granted 
the timing is off, since the 
movies are “over,” but we 
still have the Avengers, 
so who knows? We may 
see this beauty grace the 
silver-screen in a cameo. So 
we'll keep our hopes up for 
this priceless ride and hope 
that Ultron doesn’t crush it, 
or our hopes, or dreams. 
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GEEK FANTASY GIRL 3 


=p) | ANGELIQUE WITMYER 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY TIM KUDER 


3,5 QUICK™FIRE 


toos? | have about 7 tattoos, all 
ique to me and more on the way! 
What’s on your geek card? | love 
comics and movies. I’m also a huge fan 
of Harley-Quinn. 

Geek-wear okay in public? Express 
yourself through clothing no matter 
what, stay true to you and be proud! 
Favorite Superero? Wonder Woman. 
[She] embodies so much power and 
confidence for females. 

3 things you can’t live without? My 
Play Station 2 (old school), my com- 
puter, and my iphone. 


| WILL LAY 
WITH YOU 

IN BED ALL 
SUNDAY HALF 


NAKED 
PLAYING Playstation or XBox? Playstation 
VIDEO GAMES, Marvel or DC? Brought up on DC com- 
EAT JUNK ics, [so] DC. 
FOOD, AND Heroes or Villains? Villains! They're al- 
GIVE YOU ways so much more mentally deep and 
SOME LOVIN’. fascinating. 


Star Wars or Star Trek? Star Wars 
PC or MAC? MAC all the way! 

IMax or 3D? 3D 

Anime or Cosplay? Cosplay for sure. 


fe @miss_angeliquew yw @miss_angeliquew 
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KNIGHT 


Refining Automotive Luxury 


: a: 
AE Mail info@knightlaxury. com Web www. knightluxur Con 
US=Tel, a 786 942 "367 D-Tel. “449 ane 767 5544 


[Wy MOVIE REVIEW 


THEATER 


m 


NEW ELERSE 


300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE 


The 2nd Film Installment of Grant Miller’s Graphic Novel - Review by Esko 


RELEASE: March 7, 2014 


| can’t say 300: Rise of an Empire is a bad 
movie, because it’s not — if you acknowledge 
that it’s a stereotypical blockbuster Holly- 
wood sequel, that is. 


Cheesy punch lines, recycled elements from 
the original 300, and overused 3D CGI are all 
in full effect, but we'll get into that later. First, 
| will appease the Gods with an offering of 
peace: The battle scenes are absolutely epic. 
Noam Murro (Smart People) and his team do 
a great job at displaying the craftiness and 
creativity of the Greek navy. | applaud the 
fight coordinators for being creative and not 
using the cliché “downward shoulder Stab” 
move that | first saw in Troy and have seen in 
everything set in that time period since then. 
The thing is, besides the fights and battles, 
there’s really nothing else. 98% of this movie 
is a battle with seemingly five pages of the 
script being actual dialogue. 


The rest is war. 


The first 30-minutes of 300: II is all about 
slow motion, and not even the cool, Matrixy 
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kind. It’s rather pointless slow motion, like 
watching a rope fall to the ground, or seeing 
a horse’s reaction to the carnage around it. 
It’s even hilarious that Persian leader Xerxes 
(Rodrigo Santoro) emerges as a “God King” 
with a nose ring and his eyebrows done. | had 
no idea the Devil was so metrosexual. 


Speaking of pretty, this Artemisia (Eva 
Green) is pretty, albeit not as pretty as the 
narrator describes. But DAMN can she whoop 


MOVIE STATS 


Director: Noam Murro 

Writer: Zack Snyder 

Staring: Su/livan Stapleton, Eva Green, 
Lena Headey, Hans Matheson, Callan Mul- 
vey, David Wenham, Rodrigo Santoro 
Studio: Warner Brothers 

Running Time: 702 minutes 


VERDICT: If you want to see non-stop 
sword clashing, arrow flying, ship ramming 
awesomeness, 300: Rise of an Empire is a 
great movie. 


AIN 


some ass. Although | would have preferred 
another face, Green does an amazing job 
acting, just about replacing the presence of 
Gerard Butler. Thank the Gods that this 300 
sequel has at least one actor to watch. 


Yet, despite that, my biggest issue with Rise 
of an Empire is that the sequel part of the 
movie doesn’t even start until the last 40-min- 
utes. The first hour is just the first 300 — Zack 
Snyder’s 300 — from a different perspective 
(Battle of Artemisia over Battle of Thermo- 
pylae), and the slow motion capture blood 
splatter makes it feel like a big budget epi- 
sode of Spartacus. Also hilarious, is that there 
is only one skinny guy in the whole movie and 
he looked REALLY nervous heading into bat- 
tle. Can’t blame him, | guess. 


Look, | could sit here and pick apart this 
movie for hours, but | wish not to disturb the 
peaceful plans of a unified Greece. So | will 
leave you with this: If you want to see non- 
stop sword clashing, arrow flying, ship ram- 
ming awesomeness, 300: Rise of an Empire 
is a great movie. If you hate everything, like 
| do, it’s an even greater movie to enjoy and 
complain about later. GF 
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Caity Lotz currently plays Sara Lance, a.k.a. 
The Canary, on the CW’s action-packed hit 
show Arrow. Just like our main hero, we 
don’t use colors in our vigilante names. Just 
like Ollie’s only known as The Hood or Arrow, 
Sara only goes by Canary. It’s a politically 
correct world. And yes, | did say Sara. For 
the first time ever, Laurel Lance is NOT the 
Black Canary. It is her little sis, all grown 
up, post-backstabbing, boyfriend-screwing, 
| assassin-schooling, les-bi-honest, made-the- 
whole-family-think-l’m-dead-but-|’m-not- 
anymore phase. Whew! This girl is a handful, 


well, from the look of her cleavage, more 


than a handful. The Canary has traded in 
her fishnets for more sensible but still fierce 
leather pants. Bare skin on hot motorcycle 
pipes is no fun for anyone, no matter how 


_ As great as she | 
her movements are stiff and her Ameri- 


can’t seem to find the free time to meet the 
right one. The Canary will have to be careful. 
The Arrow’s track record is anything but stel- 
lar. Laurel, Shado, and Huntress are not ex- 
amples of relationships that ended amicably. 


~ Inanupcoming episode of Arrow, we'll 


actually see the Canary, Huntress and maybe 
even Batgirl together, hopefully in an epic 
catfight! | think the Batgirl talk is just wishful 
thinking; you can’t bring in such a big 
character for just one episode. The “Birds of 
Prey” episode premiered at the end of March 
and gave a “voice” cameo to Harley Quinn. | 
can’t say I’m happy t se De Gouw return. 
-in the Huntress outfit, 


can accent is atrocious. Caity Lotz is the ’ 


sexy they look. Her sonic scream comes from ‘opposite: she’s strong, genuine and can do 


a nifty little device that can shatter wi dows * 


and bring men to their knees. In the comic 
books, the Canary and Arrow end up in 
wedded bliss, well, for a little while anyway. 
When Oliver figures culmea is 
in Season 2, they work hand-in-hand to take 
down The Mayor, at one point using each 
other’s weapons. It was so cute. The perfect 
first date for secret crime fighters who just 


salmon ladder reps. Score one for the girls 
team! In a world typically ruled by the boy: 
the Canary is a tremendous edition to the 
show and can obviously hold her own. JUS 
ask Al-Owal. Oh wait, you can’t, because the 
Canary broke his neck in 3 seconds! Boom! 
Q » - 
There are fans of the show speculating that 
Sara will die, probably by Deathstroke’s hand 


a 


* 


for revenge on Oliver for Shado’s death. But 
this is a whole new series and | don’t see 
why we can’t just keep Caity when she’s do- 
ing such a top-notch job. All you obsessive 
aficionados out there who can’t accept Lau- 
rel not being the Black Canary, you look into 
Caity’s ... eyes and that adorable dimple in 
jin and tell her she has to go because it 
’t coincide with the “original” character 
reaks continuity. To hell with the insane 
of always having every little detail 

e to the original format! With Arrow al- 
ready green-lit for a third season, | don’t see 
the Canary, just how she is, going anywhere. 
(Imagine me sticking my tongue out at you). 
Something we can all agree on is the “Sui- 
cide Squad” episode was pretty epic! Diggle, 
Deadshot, Shrapnel and Bronze Tiger form- 
ing Our very own incarcerated, homicidal 

and psychologically damaged Avengers. The é f 
show has laid the seeds since Season 1 with 

all the wannabe villains the Arrow has taken 

down and now we get to see the 
X in its fruition on the show. If y 
that episode debuted March 19th and j 
case you missed it, watch “Birds of Prey,” the 
episode that features the before mentioned 
pair of “iconic pigtails.” = 


Where 
y is the 
~ Love’? 


Written by John Couture 


John Couture 
has been 

a geek all 

of his life 
without even 
knowing it. That’s what happens 
when you grow up in the greatest 
decade known to man, the 1980s. 
His geek specialties include movies, 
TV shows, music, pop culture and 
wherever they shall meet. John has 
been the Senior Editor of VideoETA. 
com since its inception in 1999. 


The love triangle trope isn’t 
something that was invented in 
comic books, but it might have been perfected in 
them. It seems that the love triangle is as much an 
archetype of comic books as the superhero and the 
master villain. In fact, many times the hero and 
villain are two sides of the aforementioned triangle. 


Despite this fact, movies based on comic 
books often take out any mere mention of 
a love triangle, opting instead for the more 
direct (and much more boring) boy meets 
girl and falls in love storyline. Are we too 
prudish of a society to handle a less 
conventional love story? Do the time 
constraints of a feature film dictate 
less love and more explosions? 


@ 


VISIT GEEKFANTASYMAG.COM 
FOR MORE ON SPIDEY’S MANY 
LOVES AND EXCLUSIVE CONTENT! 


One thing is certain, they never 
run out of time to feature as 
many villains as possible. Case 
in point, The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2 will feature not 
one, not two but three main 
adversaries for Spider-Man in 
the form of Electro, Rhino 
and Green Goblin. There are 
even rumblings that the 
entire Sinister Six will be 
revealed in a post-credits 
stinger that will reveal 
Vulture, Doctor Octo 
pus and Venom and 
set up the main 
attraction for 
The Amazing 
Spider-Man 3. 
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Perhaps Short Round said it best in Indiana 
Jones and the Temple of Doom, “Hey, Dr. Jones, 
no time for love.” 


That’s too bad because one of the most hotly 
contested love triangles in comic lore is be- 
tween Peter Parker, Gwen Stacy and Mary Jane 
Watson. Fans are literally split in the middle 
and their allegiance cannot be swayed. They 
are either on Team Gwen or Team MJ. With this 
month’s release of The Amazing Spider-Man 2, 
we are reminded once again that filmmakers 
are less interested in love and more interested 
in cramming yet another villain into an already 
crowded plot. 


The books provide a rich tapestry to explore 
this rivalry, as the story is not usually limited by 
time or space. However, up on the big screen, it 
becomes incredibly tricky to balance one love 
story, let alone two, between the necessary 
explosions and computer-generated awesome- 
ness that movie-goers have come to expect 
from a “comic book movie.” 


When it comes to Spider-Man, this encroach- 
ment upon Peter Parker’s love life is magnified 
ten fold as his character is driven predominantly 
by his relationships. Much like Lois Lane and 
Superman/Clark Kent, the predominant story 
arc in Spider-Man is a young man coming to 
grips with his powers amid the most confusing 
period of his life, young adulthood. 


Another theme for Spider-Man is his ability to 
persevere through loss. The loss of Uncle Ben 
and Gwen Stacy are the major guideposts in 
Peter Parker’s life. Without the death of Uncle 
Ben, Peter might never learn about the great 
responsibility that comes with great power. So 
too, without the death of Gwen Stacy, Peter 
might never have allowed his heart to open up 
and experience true love with Mary Jane. 


And yet, the previous Sam Raimi films barely 
even mention Gwen Stacy. While they do allow 
her to make an appearance (only at the behest 
of the producers), she is merely a pawn in Peter 
Parker’s grand plan to make Mary Jane jealous. 
Did they not have enough time to properly 
include the love-triangle? Were they concerned 
that audiences in a pre-Christopher Nolan com- 
ic book movie world would rebel against such a 
tragically sad story arc? We may never know. 


Of course, the current Marc Webb Spider-Man 
films have also neglected the love triangle as- 
pect of the comic books. While he has opted for 
a more canon-friendly approach to the charac- 
ter by introducing Gwen Stacy into Peter’s life 
first, he has done just the opposite of Raimi by 
failing to introduce Mary Jane at all. The original 
plan was to introduce Mary Jane in The 


Amazing Spider-Man 2 and they even went 
so far as to shoot scenes with actress Shailene 
Woodley in the role of Mary Jane, but then they 
did a complete 180. 


Suddenly, Mary Jane was cut from the film 
and Woodley moved on the Divergent franchise 
which makes her availability to play Mary Jane 
in subsequent Spider-Man films suspect at best. 
Worse yet, the decision to not include Mary 
Jane in The Amazing Spider-Man 2 coupled 
with the assumption that Gwen Stacy will meet 
her demise in the film in much the same way 
she did in the comics means that Hollywood is 
pissing all over the comic books yet again. 


You will recall that in the comics, Gwen and 
Mary Jane actually had a pretty healthy friend- 
ship and it is through their shared grieving over 
Gwen’s death that Peter and Mary Jane sprout 
the romantic feelings that would become one of 
the most celebrated love stories in comic books. 
You mix in Peter’s overwhelming guilt associ- 
ated with his culpability in Gwen’s death and 
you have a rather powerful story arc that would 
elevate Spider-Man from just being another 
comic book movie. 

Instead, the Marc Webb series of 
films will introduce Mary Jane after 
Gwen's death in The Amazing 
Spider-Man 3 where she will 
probably find an emotionally 
wrecked Peter Parker and will serve 
to “put him back together.” As anyone 
who has had to sit through any chick 
flick to satiate their romantic partner 
can tell you, this type of relationship will 
never last. 


Gwen Stacy was Peter Parker’s first love 
and Mary Jane was supposed to be his true 
love, but the current film series seems to be 
setting up their relationship for failure. Or 
worse, given the time constraints in film, they 
will simply gloss over Peter Parker’s grief 
and bring Peter and Mary Jane together too 
fast. This would fundamentally undermine 
Gwen Stacy’s character and leave her death 
meaningless in the cinematic world. This 
would be an unspeakable travesty, not to 
mention a waste of two films’ worth of 
character development. 


Unless, of course, you are on Team MJ. 


And don’t even get me started on 
Hollywood’s warped decision to cast 
redhead (Bryce Dallas Howard) as the 
blonde Gwen Stacy and a blonde actress 
(Kirsten Dunst) as the redheaded Mary Jane 
Watson. That’s a whole different article for 
another day. 

GF 
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| am aware of the differences between men and women when it comes to porn. Obviously, 
the guys like to watch it on their computer or cellphone, DVD, the good old VHS or IMAX*, 
but most of the ladies prefer their sexy times written. Why? 
e It is simple really. Girls prefer to use their imagination to picture themselves in the woman’s 


(ty position and let their brains cast the male either as their significant other or that British Sher- 


lock guy with the funny vegetable-ish name. But | feel like lately the women’s need for sexual 
fantasies has spiraled out of control. | blame Twilight and 50 Shades of Fail. 


Hello, | am Deadpool Kitty and | like to read 
smut. Are women really desperate enough to put themselves into abusive relationships as we m 
There, | said it. praise these wastes of toilet paper that are wrongly called literature? A so-called vampire who. ~ 
Why am | bringing up this subject instead sucks deer-blood and keeps tabs on his girlfriend more often than the CIA spying on aterror- 
of something more meaningful? | would have _ ist is classified as romantic? | sh** thee not. A psychopathic elf is a romantic literature icon. 
ranted about Justin Bieber’s evil plan for 
world domination but the Illuminati is keeping | am unkillable but I’d rather jump from a cliff, fall into a pit of razor-sharp cactus fields, get 
me ona very tight leash. chased by deadly spiders from that David Arquette movie and have Bono from U2 stabbing 
me with his charity awards than spend 9 and 1/2 weeks with Christian Grey (Look! An 80’s 
x reference! Yay!). 


Also, the reason of why we indulge ourselves into porn on paper is because, in a way, it is 
more real. It is fairly obvious not all of us have rocking bodies with tremendous gazungas 
(90’s reference! Shutting up now...). Sometimes we want cuddling and spooning with mas- 
saging, chocolate dips and Ginuwine singing about ponies. 


Side Note: People get their porn in a different way, that is for sure. And there is no shame about it in my 
There is IMAX honest opinion. The porn is there to tickle and stimulate our minds but nothing beats the real 
porn, but you thing... Well, that is what I’ve heard at least. 

have to move 

to China. | am kidding. Even feline mercenaries get action. Psst... Call me at: 1-8300-MOUTHYMERC! 
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The Lady Gamer is far 


think that we are drunk 


we are secretly turned 


heated if we lose toa 
a lady gamer, but we 
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more “rare” than we guys 
wish for. Some of these 
femme-gamers may 


are here to declare that 
on. Oh sure, we may get GAMER TAG: BlueDragonfly18 


hope the ladies understand that we would naturally be sore losers either way. Let’s kick the stereotype right now, which oddly 
enough is the same as a dude gamer: all gamers are not lazy with sloppy hygiene, sitting in a room full of two-liter empties. The 
#gamerlife is practically rock and roll with a controller. Yeah, we said it. It’s fair to say that gaming was primarily a “guy thing” 
but that time has passed. Ladies have been crushing for years. Not only do the ladies like video games but they'll play too? 
Heck, yeah! Geek Fantasy went out there in the real world (yes, we live there too) and searched for ladies who game, and game 
well. We asked those ladies to tell us their stories so we could enlighten our readers on exactly what it’s like to be a lady gamer 
in 2014. As we started to interview these ladies, we found some interesting and often hilarious stories about their #gamerlives. 


WHILE | DON’T WANT 
HIS MATE LAUGHING 
AT HIM, | WAS QUITE 
GLAD THATIGOTA 
WINNING SCORE. 


| was down in London for the Xbox One Tour last year and they had all the games that 
were being released, along with the new console. 

| was downstairs playing Ryse. | was absolutely loving it (| will definitely be buying it 
when I| can afford an Xbox One) and spent the first hour getting to grips with the playing 
technique. 

| was also speaking to others about it and not long into the second hour of playing it, two 
guys come downstairs and head straight for Ryse. | was playing at the time so didn’t pay 
too much attention as | was beating my current high score. 

| then turn and see the two guys talking. One is recording on his phone and the other is 
trying, and failing, to set up a game. It was getting awkward so | offered to help him and 
show him what to do. 

He then starts and is on the god selection part. | turn to him and say something along 
the lines of “you'll have to see if you can beat my score.” He looks at my screen, smiles and 
agrees. He doesn’t finish the round on the first couple of goes and then finishes on a lower 
score and longer time than me. You can see he’s getting a bit frustrated and his mate starts 
to laugh a bit. 

In the end, he gets up and leaves to go back upstairs and |’m pretty sure his mate was 
laughing at him. While | don’t want his mate laughing at him, | was quite glad that | got a 
winning score. 

It showed that just because |’m a girl, that doesn’t mean | don’t know what |’m doing. | 
can actually play, and well at that. | don’t consider myself a competitive player or even a 
pro, but | am definitely a gamer. 


We are all gamers, whoever we are. Abby, Plue Pragont ly 18 
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Orlando, FL 


Our adventure begins in the parking lot of the 
South Hall at the Orange County Convention Center 
in Orlando, Florida. The long walk to the main 
entrance seemed dauntingly far, but thankfully we 
were lucky to have found a bike taxi person working 
off of tips who brought us through the Florida heat 
right to the front of the magnificent facade of the 
building. As we rode the escalators up to the doors 
we were greeted by heroes of lore and legend, some 
with muggles and mundanes and others paired with 
an assorted group of colorful comrades. It was an 
omen of magical things to come. 


Once inside the doors of the convention center, 

we Saw a vibrant mob and were bombarded by the 
different odors of antiperspirant and sweaty antic- 
ipation. We quickly found the entrance that led to 
the main hall and our childhood dreams. As we rode 
the escalator down, we took one final look back at 
the light of day, knowing that the sun would long be 
down before we were done with our epic journey. 


Walking into the outer hall where the pre-pur- 
chased ticket buyers could breeze on through the 
line, we realized our terrible mistake: WE DIDN’T 
PRE-PURCHASE! If you don’t already know, not do- 
ing so marks us with an “epic fail” on our foreheads 
and a long line of waiting ahead. As we took our 
place in line, we began to survey our surroundings 
with more of a keen eye. The more we looked the 
more curious we became of some of our fellow jour- 
neymen. Some were dressed as demons and some 
of the worst villains in any of our universes! Yet we 
did not fret, as we were being followed by a certain 
pair of Italian Plumbers and had a Man of Steel in 
front of us. Surely we would be safe! 


After purchasing our 3-day wristbands, we said 
goodbye to our plumber pals and walked into the 
throng of bodies that were on their way into the 
main vendor hall. Just outside the hall, all manner 
of people were collecting to take photos with their 
favorite heroes, villains, and robots from all of the 
walks of Geek and Nerdom. We saw everything from 
a walking T.A.R.D.I.S to Meg Griffin, laughing and 
mingling with Goku and Ryuko while eating some 
delicious wok seared fried rice! As the giddiness 
began to threaten take-over, we decided if we didn’t 
get past this opening volley of awesome quickly, we 
would never make it into The Con itself! Thusly, we 
pushed on. 


Entering the main room was a little overwhelming, 
with the threat of being overtaken by the sheer 
amount of “epic” in one massive arena. We decided 
to take a systematic approach by starting at the 
100 row and working our way up, down, and over. 
Shortly after we began our trek, the first moment 
of absolute awesome came: a booth where you 
could have your own full color 3D figure made! We 
watched as a young lady dressed up as a Black 
Knight stepped up onto a platform and began to 


spin slowly around as the computer ran its scan over 
her body. In front of our eyes, the computer began 
forming her image on the screen! We were able to 
pick up and feel some of the figures and yes, this 
was available to the public. 


As we made it to the end of the column, we found 
a new section called “Artist Alley” that stretched 
across the entire back row of the con floor. We 
found some of our favorite artists there along with 
artists that we had never heard of, but were none- 
theless impressed by. Taking mental (and physical) 
notes about where to come back to, we pressed on. 
Just as we were calming down from our excitement 
over the artists, we came across J. Scott Campbell’s 
booth! Sadly, the line to see him stretched farther 
than we could see so we had to pass up the chance 
for a sketch, but definitely considered waiting in the 
line just to tell him how cool he was, because if we 
don’t tell him, how is he to know?! 


In our travels around The Con, we came across 
a T-shirt Tower that stood about twice as tall as 
every other booth in the building, with shirts and 
hoodies covering all of the walls! There were also 
booths from companies that were Internet compa- 
nies specializing in custom designed t-shirts and 
hoodies spread around the floor. We made sure to 
grab cards from all of the companies so any deals 
we missed, we could still take advantage of Online. 
There were craftsmen, collectables, signed memo- 
rabilia, ninja gadgets, Japanese boy band posters, 
tattoos, wigs and of course, as many comics as 
you could dream of. It’s a true geek’s dream and a 
mecca of awesome. 


One of the best parts and biggest reasons why 
we wanted to go on this journey was to meet and 
mingle with the stars of our favorite TV shows and 
movies. Some of our favorites were Eliza Dushku 
(Dollhouse, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Jay and Silent 
Bob Strike Back), George Lowe (Space Ghost Coast 
to Coast, Robot Chicken, Aqua Teen Hunger Force), 
and The Green Ranger himself: Jason David Frank! 
Even Stan “The Man” Lee was there! We walked 
around the Star Signing Strip and succumbed to the 
overwhelming, giddy, freak-out that we had building 
up! We managed to talk to Space Ghost himself for 
a few minutes about the wonders of life and “may- 
onnaise cake” before we lost the ability to speak 
and had to press on. 


We must say that The Con went better than we 
could have imagined. We even managed to say 
“hi” to some of the cosplayers who have been in 
the pages of Geek Fantasy. As producers of the 
only Geek Fantasy Men’s Magazine, we’ve decided 
it is our duty to frequent more Cons in the com- 
ing months, as fans have become more and more 
interested in these monster events. Our best advice: 
Get there early, reserve a hotel in advance, enjoy the 
walk, and don’t be afraid to let your Geek Flag fly! 

GF 
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1 HAIR ERIC MATTHEW 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY AARON RIVER 


Iam a super dork on the 
inside but “the fantasy” on 
the outside. What you see 
isn’t really all you get!” 


f /ModelLaurenLaCarriere re] @Lauren_Lacarriere 


GEEK FANTASY GIRL 


So she’s beautiful and you’ve already de- 
cided “she’s outa my league” but what you 
don’t know is that she’s there to meet a guy 
Just ike you and knows she probably won't 
meet you while she’s at home playing Call 
oi Duty in her panties. Wait... that’s exactly 
What you where thinking (except ior that 
panties part). We ask this archaeology lover 
all the questions you want to know without 
you having (0 make any moves at all! 


0 this might not be the most appro 
priate question to start out with, 
but we’re a men’s magazine so 
we’re going to ask, is that a tattoo 
on your bum? 

[I have] three tattoos [and] one 
scar from burning myself on my 
dad’s Harley when | was 5! 

You have to tell us about this archaeology love. 

| love archaeology! | have been obsessed with 
fossils, mummies, anything that is historical 
and dead ever since | was kid. | love going to 
museums. 

We definitely would have never guessed that. 
Anything else you want to credit to your geek 
card? 

[I can’t live without] my mystery books, my 
Macbook Air, and my calculator. 

We are definitely seeing that closet geek com- 
ing out and we welcome it! 

| am a super dork on the inside but “the fantasy” 
on the outside. 

Let’s get into dating a lady like you. What move 
s should a guy master that would help him get a 
“yes” from a lady like you? 

Be generous, kind, and make me first priority. 

What is a big mistake a guy has made while on 
a date with you? 

| cannot stand when men can’t open the door 
for me or flaunt their money in public! If a guy 
cheats on me, the relationship is over. 

What is your position on bringing Cosplay into 
the bedroom? 

Hmmm. | have never thought about it or tried it, 
sounds interesting though, lol! 

Any last advice on how to date a lady like you? 

Be loyal, love me to death, and be proud and 
show your girl off! 
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by Mike Casals 


Let me start by saying that I’m not trying to douse you 
with a carton of hate-o-rade. This is a clever Cif | do say 
so myself) mix of movie history of the live-action 
blockbuster Spider-Man movies compared to the 
comics themselves. 


“Spider-Man. Spider-Man. Does Whatever a spider 
can. Spins a web, any size. Catches thieves, just 
like flies. Look Out! 

Here comes the Spider-Man!” 


Spider-Man has been a part of both the silver 
and big screens for almost 40 years! In that 
great span we have seen the “Spectacular” 
to the “Amazing”, along with some 
pretty awful renditions that, try as we 
might, we can’t un-see. One of the 
earliest attempts to put Spidey into 
our real world was done by Japan- 
ese company TOEI, who is best 
known for films like Battle Royale 
(a twisted must-see thriller) and 
animation like Dragonball. The 
TV show itself was popular 
Aig enough to warrant a film that 
mat HON soe i came out in July of 1979. The 
PESO ae, Ame ) a 
“A. show did however start 
a trend that would and 
continues to be the bane of 
comic geeks existence; the 
show veered WAY off from 
continuity. By way off, we 
mean that the show’s hero 
was NOT Peter Parker, and 
we don’t mean in a Doc Ock 
Superior Spider-Man way. More 
changes came in his origin 
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(he was injected with the blood of an alien 
from the planet Spider) as well as his fighting 
methods, with most episodes ending with 
Spidey summoning his giant robot Leopar- 
don to take out the giant monster. All true. 
No April Fool joke going on here. Feel free to 
take time to process all that. |’ll wait... 

Marvel criticized the show for bearing almost 
no resemblance to the comics, but they were 
happy with the special effects and spider-like 
movements of the character. The show itself 
had 41 episodes and led the way for more 
Marvel invasions to Japan in later years. 


The first solo live action appearance of our 
favorite Web Slinger on the tube was actually 
not very long before the TOE] Company’s 
attempt. In 1977 CBS aired a short-lived live 
action show titled The Amazing Spider-Man, 
which actually had good ratings. The show’s 
biggest issues were the production value and 
the writing that strayed from the spirit of 
the comics. Noticing a trend? No movie was 
released here in the states, but overseas they 
put some episodes together and came out 
with three movies. That’s about all | need to 
say about those. Catch my drift? Moving on... 


| could go movie-by-movie and show-by- 
show but with the May 2nd, 2014 release 
of The Amazing Spider-Man 2 next month, 
| wanted to compare the big blockbust- 
er movie to it’s decade old counterpart: 
Spider-Man. As far as live action movies go, 
for Spider-Man, the Sam Raimi trilogy was 
the biggest and most relevant. Fandom had 
not seen a Spider-Man movie with that kind 
of production value before, so it seemed as 
though the movie could do no wrong. That 
all changed with the release of 2012’s The 
Amazing Spider-Man. I’m rubbing my hands 
together in anticipation of laying some lore 
on you. 


Before we get ahead of ourselves, let’s talk 
about the original trilogy of films done by 
Sam Raimi. After it’s release in 2002, Spider- 
Man ended up with 2 Oscar Nominations and 
12 award wins overall. Not a bad showing 
for a superhero movie, huh? The first movie 
showed Peter’s origin story and showcased 
the Green Goblin as the main villain. Sam 
Raimi did a pretty decent job of sticking to 
canon, but there were a few issues from the 
geek standpoint that stand out. While having 
possibly the best character casting EVER in 
J.K. Simmons as J. Jonah Jameson, one of 
this trilogy’s biggest flaws was the terrible 
casting choices, with the worst being Kirsten 
Dunst as Mary Jane. Here comes that hate- 
orade | mentioned so hold on and I'll try to 
make this quick. Mary Jane is supposed to be 
the best looking, most popular girl in school, 
eventually becoming a world-renowned 


supermodel and actress. She is a sensual 

and voluptuous girl that other girls want to 
be and all the guys want to be with. Does 
any of that sound like Kirsten “l peaked at 
twelve” Dunst to you? (That was an /nterview 
With The Vampire reference for those of you 
who didn’t catch it). With Mary Jane being 
such an integral part of Raimi’s trilogy, Dunst 
unfortunately ruins the movies before they 
even start. Considering what Hollywood can 
do to transform any actor into a completely 
different person, there shouldn’t have been a 
problem with transforming Dunst into MJ but 
it wasn’t completely her fault. The character 
was written as a girl with “epic fail” written 
on her forehead. She had one bad job after 
another and couldn’t hold a gig once she had 
it. For the hard-core comic fans out there, | 
am going to claim the MJ casting/character 
in Sam Rami’s Spider-Man as unfortunate 
and neglectful. Sorry. Heck, we’re all sorry. I’ll 
be the first to holler for a quality MJ casting. 
And since there are some serious rumors that 
Shailene Woodley may not be Mary Jane in 
The Amazing Spider-Man after all, | am on the 
edge of my seat to see who they choose for 
the redheaded bombshell. Goodie, goodie! 


Now on to Spider-Man himself: Tobey Ma- 
guire. Tobey does a great job of playing the 
nerdy kid, | will give him that much. Now as 
far as playing the witty and charming friendly 
neighborhood Spider-Man, that’s a little bit 
of a different story. Tobey just doesn’t seem 
to be able to pull off the personality of our 
favorite Web Slinger. Not all of the blame lies 
on his shoulders as he had to say the lines 
and play the part that was written for him. 
Why wasn’t Spidey quipping as he took down 
his foes? That was one of the main and most 
important parts of the character of 
Peter Parker, whether he was in costume or 
not. After the radioactive spider that gave 
him his powers bit him, Peter gained the 
proportionate strength, speed, and agility of 
a spider, but also the confidence to use his 
brilliant wit and sense of humor without the 
fear of bullying. Tobey did not show any of 
that. And seriously, enough with the crying! 


Don’t get me wrong, the movie wasn’t 
completely soul crushing. Willem Dafoe is a 
tremendous actor who showed us a tortured 
and schizophrenic Norman Osborn who was 
trapped by his own Goblin Serum. The pain 
and mental anguish that Dafoe shows in his 
expressions are enough to make your skin 
crawl. Driven and tortured, his performance 
is the second greatest in these movies. | can’t 
claim to hate the Spider-Man trilogy, because 
that’s far from the truth. In fact, | enjoy them 
to this day. I'll even admit that when | heard 
they were being remade, and so quickly after 
Spider-Man, | got chills and began to menally 


boycott the whole ordeal, as one naturally 
would when someone new tries to push the 
old out. Guess it’s hard to let go of the first 
successful Hollywood Blockbuster attempt at 
such a beloved character. But... there is a new 
look at Spidey, and | really, really like it. 


Introducing Marc Webb’s vision: The Amaz- 
ing Spider-Man, which premiered nearly a 
decade after the first Spider-Man released in 
theaters, and thus became the new canon to 
the faithful readers in all of us. A new cos- 
tume, new actors, and a new story arc were 
all part of this new telling of Peter’s origin. 
This movie wasn’t perfect either but when 
a comic changes medium, we embrace the 
changes and hope the “folks in charge” keep 
to the “truth” of the comic while introducing 
comic fans’ favorites to a new audience. De- 
lightfully, it was a beautiful motion picture. Of 
course it would be, | knew that. The casting 
was also a huge improvement over the last, 
and thankfully so. Andrew Garfield was cast 
as Peter Parker with Emma Stone taking 
over the reigns of leading female, playing 
Gwen Stacy. The lead villain role went to 
Rhys Ifans as he was tasked to play Dr. Curt 
Connors a.k.a. The Lizard. Garfield and Stone 
have such chemistry together that the love 
story between Gwen and Peter is undeniable. 
Emma Stone plays a bright, confident, driven 
young woman who is just a joy to watch. She 
plays Gwen with a sense of humor and come- 
dic timing that works perfectly with Garfield’s 
Peter. Speaking of Peter, Andrew plays Peter 
as a loner with a big heart. After his encoun- 
ter with the spider, Peter eventually dons the 
mask and costume and begins his crusade 
against evil. We see the genius of the young 
scientist as he builds his web shooters from 
prototypes taken from Oscorp, which is not 
completely following the comics but is a sen- 
sible minor departure. The fact that he makes 
his web shooters and web fluid opens up 
more of the classic problems for our hero, like 
running out of web fluid mid-epic-battle. The 
original trilogy had Spidey naturally produc- 
ing web fluid and solving all of his problems 
with it, having no concern for how much he 
was using. Also, part of the problem for Peter 
when he has to make his web fluid is that it is 
not cheap! Let’s not forget that Mr. Parker is 
currently an unemployed high school student 
and later a freelance photographer. Money is 
always a problem. 


Something that was missing from both mov- 
ies was the supporting cast. Sure, you have 
Flash Thompson in both films and Harry Os- 
born in the first Spider-Man, but there are two 
people who are a necessity in Peter’s life that 
should have been in all (or at least the first of 
each group) of the movies: Gwen Stacy and 


continued on page 40 


Mary Jane Watson. Notice how there is an 
“and” not an “or” there? The initial trilogy 
skipped over Gwen Stacy altogether until 

the thrid film, a complete departure from the 
comics. Gwen is supposed to be Peter’s first 
love. She is the set up for the true love of 
Peter’s life: Mary Jane. Instead, Spider-Man 
had MJ and Peter dating in high school, which 
never happened, and Gwen making MJ jeal- 
ous with a copy-cat kiss in front of the public 
and press, which is just odd. The Amazing 
Spider-Man movies have left out Mary Jane 
as well, but at least they have their ladies in 
the correct sequential order. Let me explain 
for those of you that have no clue what | am 
talking about. Gwen Stacy and Mary Jane 

are best friends in high school and Peter 
becomes good friends with MJ after Gwen 
brings them together. Yes, MJ and Peter’s 
Aunts were neighbors but Peter was very 
much the introvert and never approached her. 
SPOILER ALERT! Gwen Stacy dies (oops) and 
mourning her death together, Pete and MJ 
spark a romance. That being said, MJ should 
have been introduced in the first movie, if 
only to have some context for her to play 

a bigger role later on after Gwen’s (cough) 
departure. Let me just say that I’ll be sad to 
see Emma Stone go, so whoever they cast as 
Mary Jane better rock my world. No pressure. 
| have to assume the producers knew they 
wouldn’t kill Gwen until later in the sequels 
so bringing on Mary Jane could have been a 
distraction for the movie audence as well as 
risky to sign an actress onto the series too 
early. | get it. Hopes dashed. Tear. But | would 
like to officially predict that they kill off Gwen 
in the beginning of The Amazing Spider-Man 
3. Wonder what the odds are on that one? 


The Amazing Spider-Man left out Harry Os- 
born from the first film but will be rectifying 
this by having him come out in a big way in 
the second film. Seeing as how this is the au- 
dience’s first time meeting the character, his 
story may seem a bit rushed. Harry is an in- 
teresting character that goes through almost 
as many highs and lows as Peter. His father is 
the Green Goblin, his best friend Peter is a bit 
of a flake, his eventual girlfriend Mary Jane 
(Gwen Stacy in the comics) leaves him for his 
best friend (Peter), he has a battle against 
alcoholism, and the list just goes on and on. 
The kid can’t catch a break. He is, however, 
still an anchor back to the real world for Peter, 
even becoming his roommate, something that 
was shown in the Raimi trilogy. 


Taking a comic that has as much history as 
Spider-Man and turning it into a marketable 
movie franchise is not an easy task. All | ask 
is for them to look at past mistakes, and use 
them to bring to life one of the greatest, and 
heroes of all time. | hope The Amazing Spi- 
der-Man will continue on its strong path and 
| can’t wait to see more, but until then, Make 
Mine Marvel 


40 GEEK FANTASY »* APRIL 2014 GF 


ABBY PARECE 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIC SNYDER 


0 QUICK-FIRE 


What’s on your geek card? The geekiest 
thing about me would be my obsession for 
superheros. | love them so much | decorate 
some of the rooms in my house with old 
framed comics. | also have accessories for 
the walls like a Batman and Joker clock 
made from a vinyl record and superhero 
costume masks that are hung on the walls. 
Nerdy? Yes, but so cool! 

Favorite Superhero? Out of all the superhe- 
roes, Batman is my favorite. | love Batman 
because he technically doesn’t have any 

super powers. He’s just a normal man that’s 

really smart with awesome gadgets. The i 
turn on about Batman is he could really 


exist in today’s world. That thought is WHAT GUY 


kinda sexy. Plus he has that badass DOESN’T 
attitude | love, not to mention he kicks LOVE A GIRL 
every villain’s butt. 

Cosplay in the bedroom? As for cosplay, THAT LOVES 
it gets hot; I’m sure you can use your THE SAME 
imagination. Dressing up as a superhero GEEKY 

or super villain isn’t just for Halloween. MOVIES AS 


: HIM? 
Xbox or Playstation? Xbox all the way 


DC or Marvel? DC 

Heroes or Villains? Heroes because | 
like a happy ending 

Star Wars or Star Trek? Star Wars 
Mac or PC? Mac 

IMax or 3D? Imax 
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When it comes to cosplayers, there are 
just some people who are naturals. They do 
hours of research and even more hours hand 
creating their costumes and when they pres- 
ent them at con after con, they embody the 
character as if they truly were their cosplay. 
When we came across Christian Willis and 
his Amazing Spider-Man, we couldn’t help 
but want to share his amazing work, 
dedication and passion with our readers, and 
yeah, his cosplay costume is pretty unreal! 
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What is the first cosplay costume you ever 
created? 

| went to Metro Con in Tampa. | had a Jack 
Sparrow costume | was working on so | go 
back home, get it on and immediately find 
out how much people love you and have fun 
seeing you try your best. 

Where did you come up with your Jack 
Sparrow costume? 

| somehow became inspired after watching 
Sweeny Todd and trying a Johnny Depp char- 
acter because, for a long time, | loved doing 
voice work and theatre work. | didn’t really 
know what cosplay was. Then | was watching 
Pirates of the Caribbean and | thought that 

if | was going to do something from Johnny 
Depp’s line of work, this would be an amazing 
project. 

How do you make your cosplay costumes? 

| went online and looked up tips for making 
the costume. | found a site on eBay that 
would commission creating most of the 


costume, and bought it not knowing that 
when you get into doing this in public, the co- 
splay community strives to make you govern 
your own talents in costume making. 

How long did it take to create that first 
cosplay of Jack Sparow? 

It took me 3 years and about $1000. It was a 
life changer. 

Do you cosplay alone or do you have a 
group? 

| try to get groups together. Sometimes it’s 
hard to get together. Sometimes it’s cool to 
meet people there (at cons). | have friends or 
find community fan pages. Hopefully you can 
meet someone professional enough to work 
with them. A big thing is collaboration and 
communication. 

Your Amazing Spider-Man suit looks 
amazing. Can you give us details about it’s 
creation? 

This is version two. The first was for Mega 
Con (Orlando) last year. Not only was it 


undersized but the details { 
This suit took 250 hours in a month t 
Whoa, now that’s some dedication. Any 
other details about this particular suit? 
All credit for the face shell, lenses, mask 
and suit print goes to McLean Kreiger. ese E 
| made the 3D paint jobs, cutting out ; 
rubber, repainting, spider symbol, silver hexa- 
gons, etc. It’s so much to do but so worth it. 
Do you have a favorite out of all the cos- 
tumes you’ve made? 

That’s a hard question. Being Jack Sparrow 
really helped me be more outgoing and 
sociable but | have to say Spider-Man. | went 
to The Amazing Spider-Man premiere night 
and | didn’t know | even looked like the guy. 
About a week later my friends started teasing 
me that | looked like him and it hit me. | 
could cosplay this legit. Then | went to Mega 
Con and my Tumblr blew up and it was the 
greatest thing of all time that | could actually 
be Spider-Man. 


Any other costumes you’re working on? 
Right now I’m working on Roger Rabbit. | 
have hand sculpted the foam feet, made the 
overalls from scratch, and made the ears. | 
mostly used foam and fur. | used to do pup- 
petry so I’m used to working with foam, fur 
and shoe glue. I’m also working on Carnage. 
l’ll be using expanding foam, worbla, lycra, 
and grease paint to make the sick, thick, 
pulpy costume. 

There’s so much thought you put into de- 
tails. How do you come up with all of them? 


© 


FLIP THE 
PAGE FORA 
FULL SPIDEY 
CENTERFOLD 
YOU’LL WISH 
YOU COULD 
HANG ON 
YOUR WALL! 


Y Jaime Morton-Hawley 


8) @ASMWillis [9 ASMWillis 


Mostly, | do my homework. | spend more 
time at JoAnns than Publix. A lot of it | order 
from eBay. Connections and friendships help 
a lot with costumes. 

Do you have advice for anyone who is 
thinking of getting into cosplaying? 

Don’t be intimidated and keep your head up. 
It is a long journey. Let yourself have fun. Be 
in character. Meet people. Geeks in cosplay 
bring out a lot of personality in people. It’s 
like Halloween on steroids! 
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VAS FINAL EEUINS 


Soe SS nN 


sss egestesiz $: 


< ease 


Epic Cosplayer Christian Willis gives us his 
on : Amazing Spider-Man hopes, dreams, 

hae < favorites and predictions using our famed 
“This or That” quiz! 


OR GWEN STACY? 


Yr L passionate about her and their story! 


IN OR VENOM? 
it tes and cant wait to be onel 


They aid a great origin story. 


really hard tv be a more CANON, in-fewth 


ARE YOU ANTICIPATING THE VILLAINS OR THE 
NEW SPIDER-MAN SUIT? 

Villa ns. The Rhi no suit fooks, amazing, possibly nuclear 
powered. |'m so excited about it! 


ARE YOU MORE EXCITED ABOUT THE FUTURE 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN MOVIES OR THE 
AVENGERS MOVIES? 

Hulk stole the show. He was so amazi Wf always be on the 
side of Spider-Man. \'m equally De os) for them. |'m justa 
big fan ws Spider-Man. 


SPIDEY SOLO OR AVENGERS SPIDER-MAN? 
Everyone would Flip their crap but if we can have Mickey 
Mouse and Bugs Punny show up in Roger Rabbit we can 
ve Spi or-/Man show up in Avengers. ts about co yright 
issues, not because someone said ifer-Man See in 


Avengers. Deadpoof has. a better chance at this pe ret 


JENNIFER ISN’T 
BITING HER 
TONGUE FOR 
LONG... FLIP 
THE PAGE FOR 
MORE! 


——a tA SS} 
OS RS ye 
Ss eSSeen 
em ou! . 
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AGE FAKTORY 


GF 
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THIS THAT? 


SPIDER-MAN OR THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN (MOVIES)? 


GWEN STACY OR MARY JANE? 


VENOM OR GREEN GOBLIN? 


IMAX OR 3D? 
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pidey is clearly your geek 
fantasy but you are definitely 
ours! We are thrilled to have 
a few minutes with the lovely 
Jennifer Nguyen to talk to 
her all about her Spider-Man 
obsession and so much more! 


We know your geek card is extensive, but please 
indulge us with your personal credentials. 

I’m not afraid to be me no matter who it is that is 
hanging with me. | am really chill and | like simple 
things like pizza. Let me rephrase that, | LOVE PIZZA. 
| love to just stay in and order a box of pizza and play 
video games all night. | am also really into super- 
heroes. | love vintage comic books and collecting 
awesome figures like Spiderman, Venom, Superman, 
Batman, Green Lantern etc. | have paintings of Bat- 
man, Superman, Avengers and Iron Man on my walls. 
| have a kick ass Spiderman wall clock that is made 
of glass...yes my room is pretty superhero themed.... 
probably more of a guy’s cave then a girl’s room. I’m 
staying in a small place right now in Hong Kong but if 
you walk into my place you will know right off the bat 
what theme it is. 

We just had a jaw-drop moment there. You. Are. 
Fantasy. Sorry about that. We’re getting our heads 
together. So you travel a lot? Tell us that story. 

| travel and mainly do modeling and dancing. | am 
based out of Hong Kong at the moment because | 
told myself | am going to take over Asia [haha]. | fly 
out all the time to different parts of Asia to shoot for 
various projects and magazines or to do appearances 
at night clubs or trade shows. In Hong Kong | dance 
every weekend at various places but mainly Club Play 
in Lan Kwai Fong. 

That must keep you backlogged on your comic 
reading, right? 

There are a stack of vintage comic books waiting for 
me at home for me to read, so once | am back | will 
definitely dive into them! 

Your traveling seems comprehensive, a serious world 
traveler. Where is home base? 

| spent most of my high school years in Vancouver, BC 
and then | moved to Toronto on my own. [I] recently 
moved back to Vancouver but | am currently in Asia 
touring, based out of Hong Kong. 

Wow! You must have some downtime. What do you 
do when you have free time? 

Last time | had a bunch of free time | went on the 
Avengers marathon with all their anime movies and 
then | moved on to Batman and Superman! It was 
great! | love them!! 
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We know you’re a gamer but we want to know how 
deep the rabbit hole goes. Throw down, Nguyen! 
Are you trying to call me out, hmm?!?!? Oh no you 
don’t want to go there, hunnie! | will take you downl!! 
Melee weapons only, haha! | freaking love games!! 
My favorite kind of games to play would be shooting 
games and anything that has to do with zombies. | 
think you guys can guess by now that | would love 
Left4Dead. | also played Dead Island which | like, but | 
wish they would come out with an offline multiplayer 
campaigned so | can play with someone else without 
going online. 

Interesting suggestions. Any additional gaming 
experiences you want to share with our readers? 
Aside from zombies | played Halo, Call of Duty, Bat- 
tlefield, Fear, Lost Planet and Borderlands. | heard of 
Titanfall and it looks dope | can’t wait to try it out! 
Nice list! Do you have a favorite console or one you 
play on regularly? 

| own an Xbox myself, “Halo limited edition.” | was 
planning on getting a PS3 or PS4 in Asia to play 

but | tried out my friends and | think | like Xbox 
more. Don’t get me wrong, PS is really great as 

well but | wish they had more offline multiplayer 
games. Everything is online for PS3 it seems. Lost 
Planet on PS3 was awesome but the 

graphics on Halo are pretttyyy dope too. | am 

not on either side though. | like to be in the 

middle giving both their pros and cons. 

We know your free time is limited but we 

thought you may have frequented a con 

or two? 

No, | have not!!! | want to though, so 

bad! | started off as an import model 

so | spent most my time at car 

shows and what not but right 

now | would love to be more 

in a comic or anime convention 

dressing up. You guys spread 

the word! | would look so damn 

rad as a Chung Li what do you think? 


| ONLY HAVE 
3 MAIN RULES 
| GO BY THE 
MOST: 


1. BE HONEST 
2. SEX ME 
3. FEED ME. 
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By now you know that you’ve been chosen for our 
cover. Congratulations! 

Cover of a kick ass GEEK FANTASY magazine... What 
is the word for amazing and incredible at the same 
time? Amazedible ? Let’s go with amazedible! | love 
geeks and getting to be on a magazine dedicated to 
geeks is nothing but amazing. What makes it even 
more awesome is the fact that it’s the Spider-Man 
edition and he is my ultimate favorite! | am so excit- 
ed!! Thank you Geek Fantasy Magazine for making 
this girl smile so big. I’ve been on other covers before 
but this is by far my most excited one! Spider-Man, 
wooooo!! 

Well your photo shoot with CJ at Image Faktory is 
the perfect fit for our cover. What was your shoot 
like? 

It wasn’t too hard. | was just being myself and repre- 
senting what | love most. Spiderman theme colour... 
CHECK nerdy classes...CHECK... pigtails...CHECK! 
Lets make this sexy and lose the pants! [haha] did it 
work? | love this shoot a whole lot. | got to be myself 
and just have fun. | love the nerdy look with glasses 
and knee-high socks. | hope you guys enjoyed it too. 

| have some other Cos-play photo shoots coming up 
very soon. | will show you guys! 

You tease! We love it. You seem really into the Web 
Slinger but tell us what you need in a “real” man? 

| don’t think there is really any special move you need 
to master to get a yes. All you have to do is relax and 
be you. It is okay to be shy. | personally love shy guys 
myself. The less you say the better. Don’t ever be 
somebody you’re not. Be confident and know that the 
right girl will like you for just you. HONESTY is key. 

Is there anything that a guy could do that would get 
him an instant “no”? 

| hate it when a guy talks about how much money 

he has and that he can pay for anything | want. | am 
never impressed with that at all. Once a guy shows 
me that side of him, | am ready to go home. | don’t 
even bother. 

We'll keep that in mind. Are you one of those ladies 
that isn’t a fan of geek-wear in public? 

| freaking love it! | wear geek wear myself and | would 
totally jump my man if he was dressed up in a button 
up shirt with suspenders and bow tie and nerdy glass- 
es! Meow! Come here now! [haha] | also have a lot 

of shirts with just geeky or nerdy stuff on it such as 
heroes or characters. | think it’s fabulous. Yeah geek- 
wear to comfortable is my style. It’s a great conversa- 
tion starter too! Rock it! 

Before we go, we have to know: are you down with a 
little Cosplay in the bedroom? 

Ooo00, | would totally be down for it! Iron Man, hey! 
If my man says he likes a certain cosplay character.... 
I’m pretty sure | will go find the costume and dress up 
as them! 
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